
This past Sunday was hectic.  We had more going on in each worship time—from a baptism to commis-

sioning of Care Team Ministry members, and an invitation from Cori Sendle to volunteer for involve-

ment in Community Education— than at any time since before the pandemic.  And it was glorious.  I 

want to call attention to two things that give hope for the future. 

First, Cori Sendle, Director of Community Education for our area, and Our Savior’s member Renee 

Dietz, signed up 21 persons to volunteer with the work she does.  When Cori and I met to record the 

video that was played during worship, she asked me how many volunteers we might expect.  I told her I 

would be happy with ten, ecstatic with fifteen.  So, I am ecstatic.  Most of you know the history of this 

congregation, that we have been deeply involved in our community.  You also know that, for under-

standable reasons, that involvement fell of a cliff during the pandemic.  So, it is wonderful to see a sign that we are ready to step 

back up to the plate.  Our community needs us. 

Second, at our 10:45 worship, I saw three of our long time 8:45 worshipers in attendance.  This, too, is an excellent sign for the fu-

ture.  Our Savior’s is presently two congregations, and you cannot move forward in a healthy way until those two dissolve into one.  

To enter into that healthy future, you will need to punch holes through the wall between 8:45 and 10:45 in order to develop 

trusting and lasting relationships.  This past Sunday, three older members who have given decades to this congregation led the 

way.  I encourage the rest of you to follow, and the onus is now on your 10:45ers to find your way to 8:45 worship.  

Some of the challenges in Our Savior’s future you know about, others won’t be discovered until they are upon you.  Answering 

God’s call to be the body of Christ for this community, and doing the work of getting to know and committing to love one another 

are two good and holy steps in the right direction. 

Peace, 
Pastor Steve 


